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Filtronic Solid State to establish 6” GaAs line 
FILTRONIC Solid State 
(FSS) is to establish a facil- 
ity for high volume pro- 
duction of PHEMTs on 
Ginch GaAs wafers at 
Newton Aycliffe, UK. The 
line will be established in 
a former Si foundry that 
the company’s parent, 
Filtronic plc, recently pur- 
chased for &13.0 million 
in cash from Fujitsu Ltd. 
The 28 800 m2 facility 
is located on a 43 ha site 
and contains clean areas 
of approximately 9300 
m2, over half of which is 
currently capable of class 
10 standard, as well as air- 
filtration equipment. The 
purchase follows a con- 
certed effort from 
Filtronic to expand its 
GaAs manufacturing ca- 
pacity FSS already oper- 
ates a 3” GaAs fab in Santa 
Clara, CA, USA, that it ac- 
quired in October 1998 
from Litton Industries. 
When fully equipped it 
will provide GaAs devices 
for incorponuion into inte- 
grated RF modules for mo- 
bile handsets and 
discretes for use within 
the electronics and de- 
fence industries. 
In addition to the pur- 
chase price, Filtronic esti- 
mates that a further 
&22.0 million will be re- 
quired to equip it over 
the next five years, with 
the UK Government 
committed to providing 
&5.0 million in regional 
assistance funding. The 
plant cost &90 million to 
build and Fujitsu invest- 
ed a total of A180 million 
in the site. About &lOm 
will be spent in the first 
12 to 18 months to equip 
the plant for GaAs manu- 
facture, with production 
expected to begin in the 
second quarter of 2000. 
David Rhodes, Filtronic 
plc chairman, says the fa- 
cility will rank among the 
first and largest 6” GaAs 
foundries in the world. 
“The facility gives us the 
opportunity to utilize our 
outstanding GaAs materi- 
als technology in FSS and 
to apply it to volume op 
portunities presented by 
the cellular handset and 
wireless infrastructure 
markets,” he says. “We esti- 
mate that this develop 
ment will lead to the 
creation of over 500 new 
jobs within five yearsi’ 
Filtronic has launched 
a s71.2 million share issue 
to raise capital for the ven- 
ture, although these pro 
ceeds will also fund a &lo 
million upgrade at its 
Santa Clara plant and a 
&lo million relocation and 
expansion of its ceramic 
falter factory in Finland. 
Filtronic plc; tel: +44- 
1274530622; fax: +44 
1274531561. 
AIXTRON buys Thomas Swan’s MOCVD unit 
AIXTRON AG (Aachen, 
Germany) has signed an 
agreement to acquire the 
Scientific Equipment 
Division of Thomas Swan 
& Co Ltd, widening its 
portfolio of MOCVD pro- 
duction equipment. 
The assets of the for- 
mer Thomas Swan Div- 
ision will be acquired by 
Thomas Swan Scientific 
Equipment Ltd, a newly 
formed company owned 
100% by AIXTRON and 
registered in the UK.This 
company and the acquisi- 
tion are governed by UK 
law. 
This acquisition will 
mean a signilicant exten- 
sion to the range of prod- 
ucts offered by the 
AIXTRON Group, al- 
though the UK equipment 
will continue to be distrib- 
uted under the Thomas 
swan brand name. 
Operational changes re- 
sulting from the deal will 
be minimal, with the cur- 
rent management team 
and staff to be retained. 
The only likely change is 
the recruitment of person- 
nel to perform accounting 
and administrative func- 
tions previously undertak- 
en byThomas Swan & Co. 
Thomas Swan uses 
showerhead technology 
in its MOCVD reactors 
and has traditionally had 
its strongest sales in the 
market for R&D and lab 
units. This complements 
AIXTRON’s activities, 
whose planetary reactors 
are generally sold as mass 
production systems. Al- 
though the companies 
will continue to operate 
independently and retain 
their technological spe- 
cialties, some synergies 
are to be expected.These 
will most likely come in 
sales and support activi- 
ties, as well as some areas 
of R&D cooperation. 
The Scientific Equip- 
ment Division of Thomas 
Swan posted sales of &6.6 
million in its last fmancial 
year. During October it 
will complete its planned 
re-location around the hin- 
terland of Cambridge from 
Harston to Swavesey, more 
than doubling its existing 
floor space (see ‘Thomas 
Swan looks to build on its 
GaN foundations, III-l& 
Review, Jan/Feb 1999, pp. 
22-23). 
AIXTRON, mean- 
while, has continued its 
strong growth in 1999, 
posting second quarter 
sales of e23.8 million 
(A15.3 million) and net 
income of e3.1 million. 
For the half year, the 
company’s revenues total 
e40.4 million, up 46% on 
1998. Net income for the 
first six months was up 
56% to e5.0 million. 
According to recent 
figures from market re- 
search company VLSI 
Research Inc (San Jose, 
CA, USA), AIXTRON now 
has a 44.1% share of the 
global market for MOCVD 
equipment. The company 
is followed by EMCORE 
(19.7%) and two Japanese 
manufacturers, Nippon 
Sanso and Nissin Electric 
(13% combined). 
AIXTRON AG; tel: +49- 
241-8909-0; fax: +49-241- 
890940. 
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